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TRAINING IN THE RESPONSIBLE CONDUCT OF RESEARCH (1 PAGE LIMIT) 
[Note: This template provides information about the formal RCR course offered in Cambridge. There are many other courses at Harvard which contain elements of RCR.  For most applicants, a course will be just one component of a larger, ongoing RCR training plan. A competitive proposal will include information in each of the following categories about all of the formal/informal RCR training opportunities planned for the life of the award.]  
Format: Harvard’s Faculty of Arts and Science (FAS) and School of Engineering and Applied Science (SEAS) provides an in-person discussion-based class on the responsible conduct of research (RCR), Chem 305qc. This class is open to all Harvard-affiliated individuals. The course is eight hours long and uses pre-work, audience response technology, discussions, interactive videos, and case studies to examine basic ethical and regulatory requirements for conducting research. Course requirements include attendance at all lectures, participation in class discussions, and completion of pre-work and homework assignments. A certificate is issued to all participants upon successful course completion. 
Subject Matter: The RCR class covers the following topics:
· Animal Use and Care in Research 
· Conflicts of interest – Personal, Professional, and Financial 

· Collaborative Research, Sharing of Research Results, Collaboration with Industry
· Contemporary Ethical issues in Research 

· Data Acquisition, Samples, and Tools: Ownership, Protection, and Management
· Data Management Resources

· Environmental and Societal Impacts of Scientific Research 

· Export Control Issues 
· Human Subjects Research

· Intellectual Property 

· Laboratory Safety 
· Mentor/Mentee Relationship and Responsibilities 

· Proposal Preparation and Financial Oversight of Sponsored Awards

· Researcher as a Responsible Member of Society 
· Responsible Authorship, Publication, and Peer Review 
· Research Misconduct and Policies for Handling It 
Resources provided include readings from “On Being a Scientist, A Guide to Responsible Conduct in Research,” 3rd Edition, by National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of Engineering, and Institute of Medicine. They also include web links to federal and Harvard guidance and policy, articles, and links to videos provided by the federal Chemical Safety Board and Office for Research Integrity.
Faculty Participation: Significant faculty participation is achieved by utilizing a rotating pool of faculty and researchers to serve as course directors, discussion leaders, and instructors. The current pool includes:

· Ara Tahmassian – University Chief Research Compliance Officer

· Logan McCarty – Director of Physical Sciences Education, Lecturer on Physics

· Peter Girguis – Professor of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology   

· Ronald Walsworth – Senior Lecturer on Physics, Harvard / Senior Physicist, Smithsonian

· Theodore Betley – Thomas D. Cabot Associate Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Biology

· William Lensch – Executive  Director, Stem Cell & Regenerative Biology

· Administrative leadership members provide guidance on specific RCR modules and support instructors, facilitating discussion as appropriate. For example, the FAS Research Integrity Officer leads a discussion on research misconduct using the Office for Research Integrity video “The Lab”
Duration and Frequency: The course consists of eight hours of discussion-based sessions and is offered twice a year. 
[Indicate here when you will take the course, i.e., January or August of XXXX]
